Review of the Texas SOS Audit
In December 2022, the Texas Secretary of State released an audit of the 2020 Election.  In the report, they reviewed and evaluated:
1. Polling location and tabulation data to perform basic reconciliation of the data on as many levels as possible from poll book check-ins through the canvass process, and all points in between, to ensure that the number of voters accepted matched the number of ballots cast
2. The physical security of election equipment
3. The adequacy of the counties’ training materials
4. The ballot-by-mail process in detail to ensure that ballots were issued and returned appropriately
5. The provisional balloting process
6. Certain aspects of voter registration, including whether or not voters were registered at non-residential addresses 
7. Complaints concerning the 2020 General Election received by the four counties and the Texas Secretary of State

	These are all good things to evaluate, but to characterize this audit as “comprehensive” and “forensic” is disingenuous.



Let’s start with the glaring hole of what is missing…they never looked at the real ballots to see if the numbers matched the machine count.  And this is the main issue -- the machines are the most distrusted part of the system and if they wanted to engender trust, that should have been the starting point.  
The report lists key findings that can be summarized by the following: When a county has good consistent procedures, and they follow the law, and follow` the procedures, the election will go well.  When a county does not do this, then bad things will happen.
But even if all outward procedures are followed, it is the black box that is not trusted. 
Some may not know what the term black-box means.   Our voting systems essentially work like this:
1. The government agency or entity arranges candidates, and they announce an election.
2. Some number of people cast ballots and insert them into the machines.
3. The machines do unknown and unseen processing to count the votes.
4. The government agency announces who won.
Step 3 is a black box – You can’t look inside and see what it’s doing.  
What would make us more confident in the election?  
· It would have been nice if the auditors looked at and analyzed ALL of the Real Ballots instead of assuming that the machine count was correct.
· They should have compared voting Rosters by name and VUID, especially comparing the county roster to the state roster, and explaining why they don’t match.
· They could have done a thorough signature comparison – that would have been forensic.
· They could have analyzed how the mail ballots fold and if it impacted the machine count.
· They could have done forensic analysis on the shape of the hand markings on Mail in ballots.
· They could have Checked the Calibration of Ballot on Demand printers.
· They should have Investigated the EAC Certifications – they did not.
· They should have scrutinized the SOS Advisories to determine if they truly follow the law – (but they were not independent so there was no incentive to investigate themselves at this deep level) .
· They should not have minimized issues to make things look better.
So, let’s look at a few of the issues that should have been addressed more fully:
EAC Certification
The audit team went out of their way to tell you that the machines are certified. This takes up pages 17-32 in the full report.  So, there are 15 pages talking about certification and yet it all means nothing because of a problem on page 18.
Texas law requires that election machines be federally certified by an EAC-accredited testing lab. 
Of the two systems certified in Texas, neither of them was certified by an accredited testing lab.  Of the two labs in question, both accreditations were expired, therefore they could not legally issue certifications for the election machines in Texas.
The EAC tried to explain this away with excuses that all fell flat. For a more detailed look at machine certifications – please visit https://rumble.com/vphbiz-es-and-s-certification-failures.html
Next let’s look at what the SOS says about the auditability of our elections.  
Auditability Quotes
There are many quotes throughout the report that show problems with the Auditability of our elections.  Here are just a few.  
· reconciling data…is complicated by the fact that all four counties use county-wide voting.
· It is inconsistent because of the countywide polling place program.”(171)
· In Collin County, the numbers received did not match the canvass.” (186)
· There were great difficulties in processing and handling mail ballots issued during the 2020 General Election.” (213)
· There were discrepancies between the number of ballots returned, accepted, and rejected based on the records provided by Collin County. 
Solutions
Here are some legislation solutions that would help with the issues mentioned above.
1.  Add a Penalty to Texas Election Code 276.019 for anyone who unlawfully alters election procedures.
2.  Require that names, numbers and VUIDs match from the precinct/polling center to the county to the state before certifying any election.
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