88th Legislative Session - Election Bill Summary
Election bills filed: 362 (239 House Bills, 123 Senate Bills)
Election bills never heard: 262 
Election bills Heard: 100
Election bills passed this session: 28 (14 HBs and 14 SBs).

Senate election bills never scheduled for hearing in State Affairs Committee: 74
Senate election bills stalled on State Affairs: 3
Senate election bills passing Senate but stalled in House Elections Committee: 15
House election bills never scheduled for hearing in Election Committee: 179
House election bills stalled in Election Committee: 6
House election bills passing House but stalling in Senate State Affairs Committee: 15

Bills passed that met our top election integrity priorities to varying degrees: 7  
	7 Bills Passed Supporting Election Integrity Priorities

	HB 17
Huffman
	Relating to official misconduct by and removal of prosecuting attorneys.
	Petition for removal of prosecuting attorney can be submitted if they have established a policy of not prosecting certain classes of crimes.  Positive in removing DAs who won’t prosecute election cases.

	HB 1243 
Heffner | Spiller
	Relating to the penalty for the offense of illegal voting; increasing a criminal penalty.
	Meets Plank 226, returns illegal voting to a felony.  

	HB 5180
Wilson | Bucy
	Relating to the disclosure of anonymous voted ballots under the public information law. 
	61 days after election ballots available for inspection.
Although access to elections records was a top priority, the bill’s language on redacting may create a means to deny or delay proving records.

	SB 545 
Kolkhorst

	Relating to death records maintained and provided by the vital statistics unit of the Department of State Health Services.
	To provide more information about decedent for voter registration purposes. Requires death certificate info to be sent to SoS weekly and requires SoS to send to county voting registrars. Good for cleaner voter rolls

	SB 1070 
Hughes
	Relating to the interstate voter registration crosscheck program. (ERIC)
	Assists in getting rid of ERIC by placing cost limits on amount of money that can go toward this effort – cost to start may not exceed$100,000, cost of continuing operations may not exceed $1/voter.
ERIC exceeds monies allowed therefore making it ineligible

	SB 1661 
Hughes
	Relating to the systems used in a central counting station.
	Scanner with WORM drive. Must not allow overwriting, must identify when changed and must reject if changed. Clarifies SB 2   

	SB 1750 
Bettencourt
	Relating to abolishing the county elections administrator position in certain counties.
	Moves EA function back to Clerk & Tax Assessor only in counties with 3.5M population or more.   
 With inclusion of 3.5M population stipulation this only helps Harris County 

	21 Election Bills Passed – Non Priority, Minimal Impact or Negative Impact

	HB 87 
Murr


	Relating to the presidential electors of this state.
	Procedure for resigning as elector, electors must sign oath to place vote for parties’ candidates. Minimal impact

	HB 246  Swanson
	Relating to a pilot program for recording activity at a ballot counting station.
	Pilot of video recording for ballot counting and processing. Report due Jan 2025. No election integrity benefit before next presidential election 

	HB 315 Cortez
	Relating to a statement by the secretary of state regarding the furnishing of certain personal information on an application for a ballot to be voted by mail.
	Adds statement to mail in ballot that it is important to include required id number. Minimal impact

	HB 357 Bucy    
	Relating to the requirements to access the online tracker of an application for a ballot to be voted by mail.
	Against this bill as it opens the door for further electronic issues. Possible negative election integrity impact

	HB 1217  Swanson
	Relating to the hours during which early voting by personal appearance is conducted.
	State funds given to counties under 55K population to help them have the same required polling location hours as larger counties - Minimal impact

	HB 1299 Noble 
	Relating to the signature required on a carrier envelope for a ballot voted by mail; changing the elements of a criminal offense.
	Must sign in ink, no electronic or photocopied signatures. Minimal impact as current signature code not being regularly followed

	HB 1631  Paul
	Relating to hours of service by an election watcher.
	Eliminated the continuous 6 hr service time for poll watchers.  Will make it easier to sign up poll watchers. Minimal impact

	HB 1632 Paul 
	Relating to standardized training for election officers.
	SOS to create online standardized training for Judges and Clerks – Minimal impact

	HB 1848 DeAyala 
	Relating to a study by the secretary of state on the feasibility of central counting stations complying with federal standards for facilities that contain sensitive information.
	Study on applying Sensitive Compartmented Information Facilities (SCIF) standards to Central Count.  Report due Dec 2024. No impact before next Presidential election

	HB 2800  Paul
	Relating to meetings of a county election board.
	Requires meetings to be in person & open to public with 48 hr posting of notice – will increase transparency.  Minimal impact

	HB 3159  Leach
	Relating to the use of an accessible absentee mail system by certain voters.
	Against – Online system for disabled to vote from home. Large concern this is opening for online voting. Possible negative election integrity impact

	SB 477  Zaffirini
	Relating to accommodating voters with a disability.
	Gives voters with disability right to by pass vote center lines.  Provides for online ballot by mail applications. Will need to watch for security issues with online ballot applications, possible negative election integrity impact 

	Other Election Bills Passed – Non Priority or Minimal Impact

	 
	Relating to the deadline for submitting certain recount petitions.
	Extends date to submit recount petition by 1 day (3rd business day after canvassing) Minimal impact
Effective 9/1/23

	SB 924 Springer 
	Relating to authorizing certain election precincts to consolidate.
	Counties may combine precincts if can’t find proper polling location. Only for counties < 1.2M
Against this bill as allows combinations up to 10,000 which is too large for precinct level auditing. Negative election integrity impact

	SB 994 Schwertner
	Relating to the declaration of a candidate's ineligibility on the basis of failure to pay a filing fee or submit a petition in lieu of a filing fee.
	SOS can declare candidate ineligible 30 days before election if candidate does not pay filing fee or submit a petition – No election integrity value

	SB 1052  Springer

	Relating to the compensation of an election judge or clerk.
	Increases hours election judges or clerks can be paid for work prior to poll opening from 1 to 2 hours – Minimal impact
Effective 9/1/23

	SB 1054  Nichols

	Relating to requirements for a trial in the contest of an election on a proposed constitutional amendment.
	For election contest trial date can’t be more than 180 days from election and final disposition not later than 180 days from final judgment Neutral
Effective 9/1/23 

	SB 1089  Parker
	Relating to repealing the ability to declare certain unopposed candidates for office as elected.
	Unopposed candidates must be on the ballot No election integrity value
Effective 9/1/23

	SB 1599  Hughes
	Relating to ballots voted by mail.
	Must develop Online tool for voters to correct ballot defects.  More technology leads to more possible attack vectors. Possible negative election integrity value

	SB 1933  Bettencourt
	Relating to the randomized audits of elections in certain counties.
	Administrative oversight of county over 4M when election issues. If completes audit, may select another county with Pop < 300K Positive impact for Harris county only

	SB 2258  Blanco
	Relating to authorizing certain cities to change the date on which their general election for officers is held.
	Can move local election to general election date.  Only for Cities under 9,000. No election integrity value
Effective 9/1/23

	SB 2620  Springer
	Relating to authorizing certain political subdivisions to change the date on which their general election for officers is held.
	May change local elections to November in county with a population of more than 19,900 and less than 20,000.  No election integrity value 





