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INTRODUCTION

Canvass Results
Obtained from

Between December 2021 and June 2022 the Montana Election
Integrity Project (MEIP) led a grassroots effort of more than 150
volunteers. They canvassed six Montana counties to ask questions
about the Montana 2020 General Election in which 612,075 votes were
cast. The counties canvassed were Carbon, Flathead, Lewis & Clark,
Missoula, Ravalli, and Yellowstone. 

26.2%

4,347 voters

Invalid Montana Votes

Of the 4,347 voters for whom the canvassers obtained information,
we found 1,138 voters who likely cast votes which are considered to
be invalid.

FINDINGS
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MONTANA CANVASS
METHODS 

The Canvass consisted of knocking on doors of both voters who we
considered to have at least one suspected issue associated with
their voter data, as recorded by the Secretary of State’s office, and
voters for whom we did not show any suspected issues. 

Counties Canvassed Surveys Answered

Invalid Votes Discovered

6 4,347

1,138
In the six counties that were canvassed, canvassers knocked on the
doors of 7,442 voters. There were 3,095 voters for whom no
information was obtained by the canvassers for reasons such as: the
voters did not answer, residences were inaccessible, the voters
declined to participate in the Canvass, or the residences appeared
to be vacant. 

Canvassers obtained information from 4,347 voters, or 58.4% of all
voters canvassed. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE
VOTER DATA SETS

Montana Election Integrity Project worked with data scientists and
analysts both locally and from across the nation to analyze our
findings. The experts compared the voter’s testaments to five
publicly available Secretary of State’s voter registration files.

Voter Data Sets

5
Canvassers asked the voters - if, when, and by what method they
voted. When: early or on election day. By what method: by mail,
dropbox, or at the election office. We also asked a few various
clarifying questions. We never asked for whom they voted. The
findings were recorded onto Household Surveys.
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SECRETARY OF STATE
DATA ANOMALIES

There were 2,518 voters who provided information that is considered to be
consistent with the Secretary of State’s data, or had anomalies which were not
included in the suspect category. In addition, there were residents who moved in
after the election. At these addresses, there were 176 voters registered during the
November 2020 election and were unknown to the new residents. Data could not
verify whether these residents ever resided at the address and were not included in
the 1,138 voters with inconsistent SOS data. 

Of the 4,347 voters for whom the canvassers obtained information, we found 1,138
voters who cast votes which are considered to be invalid. This is 26.2% of the voters
canvassed. Extrapolated across the whole state of Montana this represents 120,261
or 19.6% invalid votes ! 

Because of peculiarities in the voter information and/or voting history of some
voters, these voters were given special attention. Voters in this category were
designated ‘suspect voters’. Roughly as many ‘non-suspect voters’ were canvassed
as were suspect voters. However, not surprisingly, the canvassing results were
different for voters in these two categories. So, when extrapolating canvassing
results statewide, linear extrapolation was used for each category separately, then
the two results were added together, giving the results expected statewide. 

1,138 Voters with Inconsistent SOS Data

26.2%
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Inconsistent Ballot Sent/Received Dates

INVALID VOTES
ACROSS OUR STATE

Of the invalid votes, the most staggering issue canvassers found was with the ballot
sent/received dates. This issue accounted for 15.3% of the voters who were
canvassed. 

In other words, in the six counties that were canvassed, canvassers found 667 voters
where the information provided by the voter did not match with the Secretary of
State’s voter rolls. Of these, 293 voters returned a ballot on election day, but the
Secretary of State shows a prior received date. 

Another 58 voters returned the ballot before election day, but the Secretary of State
shows the received date to be election day. According to the Secretary of State, 316
voters’ ballots were sent and received back on the same date. This data was
contradicted by the voters who were canvassed. 

When extrapolated, these 667 votes would account for 15.3%, or 56,362 Montana
votes.

Invalid
Sent/Received Dates 56,362 votes
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Lost Votes

INVALID VOTES
ACROSS OUR STATE

Canvassers also found Lost Votes. Lost Votes are defined as voters who voted
and returned their ballots, but the Secretary of State shows no record of their
vote. A Lost Vote can also be defined as voters who were not shown as
registered in the Secretary of State’s data sets, yet they voted in the 2020
General Election. Across the state Lost Votes accounted for 3.5% of the invalid
votes, and when extrapolated accounts for 30,983 votes.

Lost Votes 30,983 votes

09



Phantom Votes

INVALID VOTES
ACROSS OUR STATE

Phantom Votes occur when the voter says they did not vote, but the Secretary of
State shows a vote for them. Of the invalid votes, 0.6% were reported to be
Phantom Votes. Extrapolated across the state of Montana this represents 1,968
votes. 

Phantom Votes 1,968 votes
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Stolen Votes

Stolen votes are those that came from individuals who the Secretary of State
shows as having voted, despite being physically or mentally incapable of voting
at the time of the 2020 General Election. Canvassers found that Stolen Votes
accounted for 0.7% of the invalid votes, or when extrapolated for the state, 2,902
votes. The Canvass occurred during institutional Covid restrictions. Since
canvassers were denied access to many of these facilities, the findings in this
category are considered to be incomplete.

Stolen Votes 2,902 votes



Registered Address Inconsistencies

INVALID VOTES
ACROSS OUR STATE

Of the invalid votes, 4.2% came from voters who are shown in the Secretary of
State’s data to have voted from an address where they did not live during the
2020 General Election. Extrapolated this accounts for another 21,252 Montana
votes. Of those, 1.2% have never lived at the address.

Voted from an
address where they
did not live

4.2%

Never lived at the
address on file with
SOS

1.2%

Total address
inconsistencies in
Montana

21,252 votes
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Not a residence or non-existent address

INVALID VOTES
ACROSS OUR STATE

There were 1.8% invalid votes that came from an address that was not a
residence. Some examples found were: empty fields, facilities that do not
accept mail, and addresses that do not exist. Extrapolated across Montana this
represents 6,794 votes.

Address that was
not a residence 1.8%

Total ineligible voter
addresses in
Montana

6,794 votes
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Invalid Voter Registrations

MONTANA CANVASS
RESULTS

While analyzing the State Data Sets, the data experts found that 32% of the
canvassed registered addresses in Montana are incorrect. When extrapolated
that is almost one-third of our rolls, or 196,370 registrations that are invalid!

Incorrect registered
addresses in Montana 32%

Total invalid voter
registrations in
Montana

196,370
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CARBON COUNTY

27% Invalid Carbon County Votes

FINDINGS

Invalid Votes

In Carbon County, 1,409 Voters were canvassed. There were 528 voters for whom no
information was obtained by the canvassers for reasons such as: the voters did not
answer, residences were inaccessible, the voters declined to participate in the
Canvass, or the residences appeared to be vacant. Canvassers obtained
information from 881 voters, or 63% of all voters canvassed in Carbon County. 

1,294

There were 537 voters who provided information that was considered to be
consistent with the Secretary of State’s data, or had anomalies which were not
included in the suspect category. There were 22 residents who moved in after the
election, so the November 2022 voters registered at these addresses were unknown
to the new residents.

Of the 881 voters for whom the canvassers obtained information, we found 238
voters who likely cast votes which are considered to be invalid. This is 27% of the
Carbon County voters canvassed. When extrapolated across the whole county this
represents 1,294 invalid votes ! 
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Inconsistent Ballot Sent/Received Dates

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
CARBON COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, the most staggering issue canvassers found was with the ballot
sent/received dates. This issue accounted for 15% of the voters canvassed. In other
words, in Carbon County the canvassers found 129 voters where the information
provided by the voter did not match the Secretary of State’s data. Of these, 47
voters returned a ballot on election day, but the Secretary of State shows a prior
received date. Another six voters returned the ballot before election day, but the
Secretary of State shows the received date on election day. According to the
Secretary of State, 76 voters’ ballots were sent and received back on the same date.
This data was contradicted by the voters who were canvassed. When extrapolated
across the county this accounted for 6%, or 456 Carbon County votes.

Invalid
Sent/Received Dates 456 votes
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Lost Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
CARBON COUNTY

Canvassers also found Lost Votes. Lost Votes are defined as voters who voted
and returned their ballots, but the Secretary of State shows no record of their
vote. A Lost Vote can also be defined as a voter who was not shown as
registered in the Secretary of State’s data as being a registered voter, yet they
voted in the 2020 General Election. Across the county, Lost Votes accounted for
3.3% of the invalid votes, or extrapolated 271 votes.

Lost Carbon Votes 271 votes
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Phantom Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
CARBON COUNTY

Phantom Votes occur when the voter says they did not vote, but the Secretary of
State shows a vote for them. Of the invalid votes, 0.9% were reported to be
Phantom Votes. Extrapolated across the county this represents 35 votes. 

Phantom Votes 35 votes
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Stolen Votes

Stolen votes are those that came from individuals who the Secretary of State
shows as having voted, despite being physically or mentally incapable of voting
at the time of the 2020 General Election. Canvassers found that Stolen Votes
accounted for 0.9% of the invalid votes in Carbon County, or when extrapolated
for county, 112 votes. The Canvass occurred during institutional Covid
restrictions. Since canvassers were denied access to many of these facilities, the
findings in this category are considered to be incomplete.

Stolen Votes 112 votes



Registered Address Inconsistencies

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
CARBON COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, 5% came from voters who are shown in the Secretary of
State’s data to have voted from an address where they did not live during the
2020 General Election. Extrapolated, this accounts for another 324 Carbon
County votes. Of those, 0.2% never lived at the address.

There were 2.3% of the invalid votes that came from an address that was not a
residence. Some examples found were: empty fields, facilities that do not
accept mail, and addresses that do not exist. Extrapolated across Carbon
County this accounts for another 95 votes.

Voted from an address
where they did not live

Never lived at the address
on file with SOS

Address that was not 
a residence

5%

0.2%

2.3%
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FLATHEAD COUNTY

26% Invalid Flathead County Votes

FINDINGS

Invalid Votes

In Flathead County, 1,468 voters were canvassed. There were 677 voters for whom
no information was obtained by the canvassers for reasons such as: the voters did
not answer, residences were inaccessible, the voters declined to participate in the
Canvass, or the residences appeared to be vacant. Canvassers obtained
information from 791 voters, or 54% of all voters canvassed in Flathead County.

12,289

There were 418 voters who provided information that was considered to be
consistent with the Secretary of State’s data, or had anomalies which were not
included in the suspect category. There were 64 residents who moved in after the
election, therefore the November 2020 voters registered at these addresses were
unknown to the new residents.

Of the 791 voters for whom the canvassers obtained information, we found 206
voters who likely cast votes which are considered to be invalid. This is 26% of the
Flathead County voters canvassed. Extrapolated across the whole county this
represents 12,289 invalid votes ! 
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Inconsistent Ballot Sent/Received Dates

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
FLATHEAD COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, the most staggering issue canvassers found was with the ballot
sent/received dates. This issue accounted for 12% of the voters who were canvassed.
In other words, in Flathead County the canvassers found 95 voters where the
information provided by the voter did not match the Secretary of State’s voter rolls.
Of these, 30 voters returned a ballot on election day, but the Secretary of State
shows a prior received date. Another 17 voters returned the ballot before election
day, but the Secretary of State shows the received date on election day. According
to the Secretary of State, 48 voters’ ballots were sent and received back on the
same date. This data was contradicted by the voters who were canvassed. When
extrapolated across the county this would account for 7%, or 4,249 Flathead votes.

Invalid
Sent/Received Dates 4,249 votes
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Lost Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
FLATHEAD COUNTY

Canvassers also found Lost Votes. Lost Votes are defined as voters who voted
and returned their ballots, but the Secretary of State shows no record of their
vote. A Lost Vote can also be defined as a voter who was not shown as
registered in the Secretary of State’s data as being a registered voter, yet they
voted in the 2020 General Election. Across the county, Lost Votes accounted for
4.3% of the invalid votes, or extrapolated 3,967 votes.

Lost Flathead Votes 3,967 votes
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Phantom Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
FLATHEAD COUNTY

Phantom Votes occur when the voter says they did not vote, but the Secretary of
State shows a vote for them. Of the invalid votes, 0.3% were reported to be
Phantom Votes. Extrapolated across the county this represents 155 votes.  

Phantom Votes 155 votes
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Stolen Votes

Stolen votes are those that came from individuals who the Secretary of State
shows as having voted, despite being physically or mentally incapable of voting
at the time of the 2020 General Election. Canvassers found that Stolen Votes
accounted for 0.3% of the invalid votes in Flathead County, or when extrapolated
for county, 33 votes. The Canvass occurred during institutional Covid
restrictions. Since canvassers were denied access to many of these facilities, the
findings in this category are considered to be incomplete.

Stolen Votes 33 votes



Registered Address Inconsistencies

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
FLATHEAD COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, 6.3% came from voters who are shown in the Secretary of
State’s data to have voted from an address where they did not live during the
2020 General Election. Extrapolated, this accounts for another 3,381 Flathead
votes. Of those, 1.9% never lived at the address.

There were 2.9% of the invalid votes that came from an address that was not a
residence. Some examples found were: empty fields, facilities that do not
accept mail, and addresses that do not exist. Extrapolated across Flathead
County this represents 503 votes.

Voted from an address
where they did not live

Never lived at the address
on file with SOS

Address that was not 
a residence

6.3%

1.9%

2.9%
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LEWIS & CLARK
COUNTY

31% Invalid Lewis & Clark County Votes

FINDINGS

Invalid Votes

In Lewis & Clark County, 870 voters were Canvassed. There were 542 voters for
whom no information was obtained by the canvassers for reasons such as: the
voters did not answer, residences were inaccessible, the voters declined to
participate in the Canvass, or the residences appeared to be vacant. Canvassers
obtained information from 328 voters, or 38% of all voters canvassed in Lewis &
Clark County. 

9,370

There were 196 voters who provided information that was considered to be
consistent with the Secretary of State’s data, or had anomalies which were not
included in the suspect category. There were three residents who moved in after
the election, so the November 2020 voters registered at these addresses were
unknown to the new residents.

Of the 542 voters for whom the canvassers obtained information, we found 101
voters who likely cast votes which are considered to be invalid. This is 31% of the
Lewis & Clark voters canvassed. Extrapolated across the whole county this
represents 9,370 invalid votes ! 
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Inconsistent Ballot Sent/Received Dates

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, the most staggering issue canvassers found was with the ballot
sent/received dates. This issue accounted for 19.8% of the county voters who were
canvassed. In other words, in Lewis & Clark County the canvassers found 65 voters
where the information provided by the voter did not match the Secretary of
State’s voter rolls. Of these, 24 voters returned a ballot on election day, but the
Secretary of State shows a prior received date. Another 16 voters returned the ballot
before election day, but the Secretary of State shows the received date on election
day. According to the Secretary of State, 25 voters’ ballots were sent and received
back on the same date. This data was contradicted by the voters who were
canvassed. When extrapolated across the county this accounts for 10% or 4,438
Lewis & Clark County votes.

Invalid
Sent/Received Dates 4,438 votes
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Lost Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY

Canvassers also found Lost Votes. Lost Votes are defined as voters who voted
and returned their ballots, but the Secretary of State shows no record of their
vote. A Lost Vote can also be defined as a voter who was not shown as
registered in the Secretary of State’s data as being a registered voter, yet they
voted in the 2020 General Election. Across the county, Lost Votes accounted for
3.3% of the invalid votes, or extrapolated 2,027 Lewis & Clark County votes.

Lost Lewis & Clark
Votes 2,027 votes
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Phantom Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY

Phantom Votes occur when the voter says they did not vote, but the Secretary of
State shows a vote for them. Of the invalid votes, 0.9% were reported to be
Phantom Votes. Extrapolated across the county this represents 99 votes.  

Phantom Votes 99 votes
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Stolen Votes

Stolen votes are those that came from individuals who the Secretary of State
shows as having voted, despite being physically or mentally incapable of voting
at the time of the 2020 General Election. Canvassers found that Stolen Votes
accounted for 0.3% of the invalid votes in Lewis & Clark County, or when
extrapolated for county, 33 votes. The Canvass occurred during institutional
Covid restrictions. Since canvassers were denied access to many of these
facilities, the findings in this category are considered to be incomplete.

Stolen Votes 33 votes



Registered Address Inconsistencies

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, 3.6% came from voters who are shown in the Secretary of
State’s data to have voted from an address where they did not live during the
2020 General Election. Extrapolated, this accounts for another 1,436 Lewis &
Clark votes. Of those, 1.2% never lived at the address.

There were 2.7% of the invalid votes that came from an address that was not a
residence. Some examples found were: empty fields, facilities that do not
accept mail, and addresses that do not exist. Extrapolated across Lewis & Clark
County this accounts for 1,337 votes.

Voted from an address
where they did not live

Never lived at the address
on file with SOS

Address that was not 
a residence

3.6%

1.2%

2.7%
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MISSOULA COUNTY

22% Invalid Missoula County Votes

FINDINGS

Invalid Votes

In Missoula County, 1,684 Voters were Canvassed. There were 668 voters for whom
no information was obtained by the canvassers for reasons such as: the voters did
not answer, residences were inaccessible, the voters declined to participate in the
Canvass, or the residences appeared to be vacant. Canvassers obtained
information from 1,016 voters, or 60% of all voters canvassed in Missoula County.

10,922

There were 604 voters who provided information that was considered to be
consistent with the Secretary of State’s data, or had anomalies which were not
included in the suspect category. There were 57 residents who moved in after the
election, so the November 2020 voters registered at these addresses were unknown
to the new residents.

Of the 1,016 voters for whom the canvassers obtained information, we found 226
voters who likely cast votes which are considered to be invalid. This is 22% of the
Missoula County voters canvassed. Extrapolated across the whole county this
represents 10,922 invalid votes ! 
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Inconsistent Ballot Sent/Received Dates

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
MISSOULA COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, the most staggering issue canvassers found was with the ballot
sent/received dates. This issue accounted for 14.7% of the voters who were
canvassed. In other words, in Missoula County the canvassers found 149 voters
where the information provided by the voter did not match the Secretary of State’s
voter rolls. Of these, 66 voters returned a ballot on election day, but the Secretary of
State shows a prior received date. Another seven voters returned the ballot before
election day, but the Secretary of State shows the received date on election day.
According to the Secretary of State, 76 voters’ ballots were sent and received back
on the same date. This data was contradicted by the voters who were canvassed.
When extrapolated across the county this would account for 9% or 6,292 Missoula
votes.

Invalid
Sent/Received Dates 6,292 votes
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Lost Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
MISSOULA COUNTY

Canvassers also found Lost Votes. Lost Votes are defined as voters who voted
and returned their ballots, but the Secretary of State shows no record of their
vote. A Lost Vote can also be defined as a voter who was not shown as
registered in the Secretary of State’s data as being a registered voter, yet they
voted in the 2020 General Election. Across the county, Lost Votes accounted for
1.9% of the invalid votes, or extrapolated 2,081 Missoula County votes.

Lost Missoula
Votes 2,081 votes
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Phantom Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
MISSOULA COUNTY

Phantom Votes occur when the voter says they did not vote, but the Secretary of
State shows a vote for them. Of the invalid votes, 0.6% were reported to be
Phantom Votes. Extrapolated across the county this represents 121 votes.

Phantom Votes 121 votes
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Stolen Votes

Stolen votes are those that came from individuals who the Secretary of State
shows as having voted, despite being physically or mentally incapable of voting
at the time of the 2020 General Election. Canvassers found that Stolen Votes
accounted for 0.8% of the invalid votes in Missoula County, or when extrapolated
for county, 267 votes. The Canvass occurred during institutional Covid
restrictions. Since canvassers were denied access to many of these facilities, the
findings in this category are considered to be incomplete.

Stolen Votes 267 votes



Registered Address Inconsistencies

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
MISSOULA COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, 2.7% came from voters who are shown in the Secretary of
State’s data to have voted from an address where they did not live during the
2020 General Election. Extrapolated, this accounts for another 1,393 Missoula
votes. Of those, 1.2% never lived at the address.

There were 1.7% invalid votes that came from an address that was not a
residence. Some examples found were: empty fields, facilities that do not
accept mail, and addresses that do not exist. Extrapolated across Missoula
County this accounts for 767 votes.

Voted from an address
where they did not live

Never lived at the address
on file with SOS

Address that was not 
a residence

2.7%

1.2%

1.7%
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RAVALLI COUNTY

31% Invalid Ravalli County Votes

FINDINGS

Invalid Votes

In Ravalli County, 1,200 Voters were Canvassed. There were 490 voters for whom no
information was obtained by the canvassers for reasons such as: the voters did not
answer, residences were inaccessible, the voters declined to participate in the
Canvass, or the residences appeared to be vacant. Canvassers obtained
information from 710 voters, or 59% of all voters canvassed in Ravalli County. 

7,307

There were 376 voters who provided information that was considered to be
consistent with the Secretary of State’s data, or had anomalies which were not
included in the suspect category. There were 15 residents who moved in after the
election, so the November 2020 voters registered at these addresses were unknown
to the new residents.

Of the 710 voters for whom the canvassers obtained information, we found 223
voters who likely cast votes which are considered to be invalid. This is 31% of the
Ravalli County voters canvassed. Extrapolated across the whole county represents
7,307 invalid votes !

34



Inconsistent Ballot Sent/Received Dates

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
RAVALLI COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, the most staggering issue canvassers found was with the ballot
sent/received dates. This issue accounted for 19.9% of the voters who were
canvassed. In other words, in Ravalli County the canvassers found 141 voters where
the information provided by the voter did not match the Secretary of State’s voter
rolls. Of these, 85 voters returned a ballot on election day, but the Secretary of State
shows a prior received date. Another three voters returned the ballot before election
day, but the Secretary of State shows the received date on election day. According
to the Secretary of State, 53 voters’ ballots were sent and received back on the
same date. This data was contradicted by the voters who were canvassed. When
extrapolated across the county this accounts for 13%, or 3,779 Ravalli County votes.

Invalid
Sent/Received Dates 3,779 votes
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Lost Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
RAVALLI COUNTY

Canvassers also found Lost Votes. Lost Votes are defined as voters who voted
and returned their ballots, but the Secretary of State shows no record of their
vote. A Lost Vote can also be defined as a voter who was not shown as
registered in the Secretary of State’s data as being a registered voter, yet they
voted in the 2020 General Election. Across the county, Lost Votes accounted for
4.8% of the invalid votes, or extrapolated 2,136 votes.

Lost Ravalli Votes 2,136 votes
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Phantom Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
RAVALLI COUNTY

Phantom Votes occur when the voter says they did not vote, but the Secretary of
State shows a vote for them. Of the invalid votes, 0.4% were reported to be
Phantom Votes. Extrapolated across the county this represents 136 votes. 

Phantom Votes 136 votes
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Stolen Votes

Stolen votes are those that came from individuals who the Secretary of State
shows as having voted, despite being physically or mentally incapable of voting
at the time of the 2020 General Election. Canvassers found that Stolen Votes
accounted for 0.6% of the invalid votes in Ravalli County, or when extrapolated
for county, 42 votes. The Canvass occurred during institutional Covid
restrictions. Since canvassers were denied access to many of these facilities, the
findings in this category are considered to be incomplete.

Stolen Votes 42 votes



Registered Address Inconsistencies

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
RAVALLI COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, 3.9% came from voters who are shown in the Secretary of
State’s data to have voted from an address where they did not live during the
2020 General Election. Extrapolated, this accounts for another 962 Ravalli votes.
Of those, 1.7% never lived at the address.

There were 1.3% of the invalid votes that came from an address that was not a
residence. Some examples found were: empty fields, facilities that do not
accept mail, and addresses that do not exist. Extrapolated across Ravalli County
this accounts for 251 votes.

Voted from an address
where they did not live

Never lived at the address
on file with SOS

Address that was not 
a residence

3.9%

1.7%

1.3%
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YELLOWSTONE
COUNTY

23% Invalid Yellowstone County Votes

FINDINGS

Invalid Votes

In Yellowstone County, 811 Voters were Canvassed. There were 190 voters for whom
no information was obtained by the canvassers for reasons such as: the voters did
not answer, residences were inaccessible, the voters declined to participate in the
Canvass, or the residences appeared to be vacant. Canvassers obtained
information from 621 voters, or 77% of all voters canvassed in Yellowstone County. 

13,736

There were 387 voters who provided information that was considered to be
consistent with the Secretary of State’s data, or had anomalies which were not
included in the suspect category. There were 15 residents who moved in after the
election, so the November 2020 voters registered at these addresses were unknown
to the new residents.

Of the 621 voters for whom the canvassers obtained information, we found 144
voters who likely cast votes which are considered to be invalid. This is 23% of the
Yellowstone County voters canvassed. Extrapolated across Yellowstone county this
represents 13,736 invalid votes !
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Inconsistent Ballot Sent/Received Dates

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, the most staggering issue canvassers found was with the ballot
sent/received dates. This issue accounted for 14.2% of the Yellowstone County voters
who were canvassed. In other words, in Yellowstone County the canvassers found
88 voters where the information provided by the voter did not match the Secretary
of State’s voter rolls. Of these, 41 voters returned a ballot on election day, but the
Secretary of State shows a prior received date. Another nine voters returned the
ballot before election day, but the Secretary of State shows the received date on
election day. According to the Secretary of State, 38 voters’ ballots were sent and
received back on the same date. This data was contradicted by the voters who
were canvassed. When extrapolated across the county this would account for 7%,
or 6,189 Yellowstone County votes.

Invalid
Sent/Received Dates 6,189 votes
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Lost Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

Canvassers also found Lost Votes. Lost Votes are defined as voters who voted
and returned their ballots, but the Secretary of State shows no record of their
vote. A Lost Vote can also be defined as a voter who was not shown as
registered in the Secretary of State’s data as being a registered voter, yet they
voted in the 2020 General Election. Across the county, Lost Votes accounted for
4.0% of the invalid votes, or extrapolated 5,228 votes.

Lost Yellowstone
Votes 5,228 votes
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Phantom Votes

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

Phantom Votes occur when the voter says they did not vote, but the Secretary of
State shows a vote for them. Of the invalid votes, 0.6% were reported to be
Phantom Votes. Extrapolated across the county this represents 148 votes.

Phantom Votes 148 votes
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Stolen Votes

Stolen votes are those that came from individuals who the Secretary of State
shows as having voted, despite being physically or mentally incapable of voting
at the time of the 2020 General Election. Canvassers found that Stolen Votes
accounted for 1.0% of the invalid votes in Yellowstone County, or when
extrapolated for county, 418 votes. The Canvass occurred during institutional
Covid restrictions. Since canvassers were denied access to many of these
facilities, the findings in this category are considered to be incomplete.

Stolen Votes 418 votes



Registered Address Inconsistencies

INVALID VOTES ACROSS
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

Of the invalid votes, 3.1% came from voters who are shown in the Secretary of
State’s data to have voted from an address where they did not live during the
2020 General Election. Extrapolated, this accounts for another 1,681 Yellowstone
votes. Of those, 1.0% never lived at the address.

There were 0.3% of the invalid votes that came from an address that was not a
residence. Some examples found were: empty fields, facilities that do not
accept mail, and addresses that do not exist. Extrapolated across Yellowstone
County this represents 74 votes.

Voted from an address
where they did not live

Never lived at the address
on file with SOS

Address that was not 
a residence

3.1%

1.0%

0.3%
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Votes coded with Codes 7-15 are cases where the SOS data regarding the vote was
considered likely to be invalid. Of these, codes 10 and 14 are cases where there should
not have been a vote, but the SOS does show a vote was counted for this person. 

Code 7 was used for cases where the SOS data shows a vote was counted, but the date
the ballot was received does not coincide with the date the voter returned the ballot. 

The most serious subcategory of Code 7 was when the SOS received date is prior to the
election, but the voter says they returned the ballot to the election office on election
day. If an earlier ballot was received, but not submitted by the voter, it would have been
processed, removed from the envelopes, and placed in a ballot box, indistinguishable
from all other ballots.

Code 7b is used when the voter says the ballot was returned prior to the election, but
the SOS return date is election day AND the sent date is also election day or the day
before the election.

Code 7c is used for other cases where the SOS received date is either the same day or
the day following the sent date. It is deemed unlikely that a ballot could be mailed to
the voter, received and opened by the voter, marked, sealed, and returned by the voter,
and received by the election office all on the same day or even received the day after it
was sent.

Invalid Vote

Voters say they did not vote but SOS shows a vote. Code 10 is used for cases where the
voters say they did not vote, yet the SOS data does show a ballot was received and
accepted.

Phantom Vote
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Voted and returned ballot, but SOS shows no vote. Voted, but not registered. Code 8 is
used for cases where the SOS data shows no ballot was received and accepted from
voters, but the voters say they did return a ballot, either via mail or via a dropbox. Code
9 is used for cases where the voters are not even shown in the SOS data as being
registered to vote at that address, so of course no vote was counted for these voters but
the voters say they did pick up a ballot and voted.

Lost Vote

The Secretary of State’s records do not match the voter’s testimony. One example, if the
current resident moved in after the election and did not know the voters or if they had
ever lived there, or if reverse-address lookup did not show the voters as recent
residents, the votes are considered suspect. Since reverse-address lookup is not always
reliable, though considered suspect, the vote was not considered likely to be invalid.

Suspect Vote

Code 5 was used when the SOS data regarding a vote or no vote was deemed to likely
be valid, but there was some other reason to keep track of the voter. Reasons included,
among others: 1) The voter received excess ballots; 2) If some registration information
needs to be corrected or updated (name, address, etc.); 3) The SOS data showed a
birth date had changed; 4) If the voters status was Inactive before and after the
election.

Non-Suspect Vote

Stolen votes are those that came from individuals who the Secretary of State shows as
having voted, despite being physically or mentally incapable of voting at the time of the
2020 General Election.

Stolen Vote



Appendix 1: Canvassing Results Extrapolated for
All Montana Counties

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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Appendix 2: Canvassing Results Extrapolated for
All Six Counties

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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Appendix 3: Canvassing Results for All Six
Counties

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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Appendix 4: Montana Election Integrity Project
Carbon County Canvass Results

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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Appendix 5: Montana Election Integrity Project
Flathead County Canvass Results

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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Appendix 6: Montana Election Integrity Project
Lewis & Clark County Canvass Results

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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Appendix 7: Montana Election Integrity Project
Missoula Canvass Results

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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Appendix 8: Montana Election Integrity Project
Ravalli Canvass Results

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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Appendix 9: Montana Election Integrity Project
Yellowstone Canvass Results

MONTANA 2020 ELECTION
CANVASS RESULTS
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