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Improving Utah’s Voting Experience
HB 159 — Amendments to Voter Registration — Rep. Steve Handy

In many ways the administration of the 2016 General Election in Utah was extremely successful.
Eighty-two percent of the registered voters in Utah participated in the election—the highest
percentage since 1964. For voters within the 21 counties that held their election by-mail, 85
percent of their voters mailed in their ballots and didn’t wait a minute in a line on Election Day.

For some Utahns in certain areas throughout the state, though, long lines spoiled their Election
Day experience. A primary contributor to this was as a result of voters with outdated registration
records. HB 159 — Amendments to Voter Registration addresses the issue of long Election Day
lines in a substantial manner. In addition HB 159 streamlines government processes, simplifies
the citizen’s experience, and reduces ongoing costs associated with voter registration.

Key Provisions

* Information from a Driver License or State ID application, completed by an eligible
citizen, will be shared with voter registration offices unless the citizen requests this
information not be shared.

® Voter registration data will be transmitted electronically to registration offices, thus
eliminating paper forms.

® Address updates with Driver License Division will be provided to registration offices
automatically helping keep voter registration records current and reducin g the need for
last minute voter registration. (80,000 plus registrations state wide in the last week of
2016 registration period)

Further Explanation

® Voter lines during the 2016 General Election were severely impacted by citizens whose
registration was not current. These voters voted provisional ballots.

* Twenty percent of voters at Election Day polling locations needed to vote provisionally.
These provisional ballots are often the bottleneck that slows the election process, as they
require more time to complete.

* The majority of voters who cast provisional ballots during the 2016 General Session used
a current driver license as proof of address. HB 159 would have provided the majority of
these voters a current and updated voter registration allowing them the ability to vote
without requiring the time consuming provisional ballot process.

The Utah Association of Counties urges your support of HB 159 — Amendments to Voter
Registration to improve the voting experience for Utah’s citizens.
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H.B. 173 01-15-21 4:04 PM

90  ballots.
91 (d) The election officer shall ensure that:
92 (i) a predetermined number of valid votes for each candidate and measure are recorded

93 on the ballots;
94 (ii) for each office, one or more ballots have votes in excess of the number allowed by
95 law in order to test the ability of the automatic tabulating equipment to reject those votes: and
96 (iii) a different number of valid votes are assigned to each candidate for an office, and
97  for and against each measure.
98 (¢) Ifany error is detected, the election officer shall determine the cause of the error
99  and correct it.
100 (f) The election officer shall ensure that:
101 (1) the automatic tabulating equipment produces an errorless count before beginning
102 the actual counting; and
103 (i) the automatic tabulating equipment passes the same test at the end of the count
104 before the election returns are approved as official.
105 (2) (a) The election officer or the election officer's designee shall supervise and direct
106 all proceedings at the counting center.
107 (b) (i) Proceedings at the counting center are public and may be observed by interested

108  persons.

109 (ii) Only those persons authorized to participate in the count may touch any ballot or
110 return.
111 (c) The election officer shall deputize and administer an oath or affirmation to all

112 persons who are engaged in processing and counting the ballots that they will faithfully

113 perform their assigned duties.

114 (3) If any ballot is damaged or defective so that it cannot properly be counted by the
I15  automatic tabulating equipment, the election officer shall ensure that two counting judges

116  jointly:

11 (a) make a true replication of the ballot with an identifying serial number;

118 (b) substitute the replicated ballot for the damaged or defective ballot;

119 (c) label the replicated ballot "replicated"; and

120 (d) record the replicated ballot's serial number on the damaged or defective ballot.
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H.B. 173 01-15-21 4:04 PM

-- Release of number of ballots cast.

(1) This section governs ballots voted at a polling place.

(2) (a) The election officer shall deliver all return envelopes containing valid ballots
and valid provisional ballots that are in the election officer's custody to the counting center
before noon on the day of the official canvass following the election.

(b) Valid ballots, including valid provisional ballots, may be processed and counted:

(1) by the election officer, or poll workers acting under the supervision of the election
officer, before the date of the canvass; and

(ii) at the canvass, by the election officer or poll workers, acting under the supervision
of the official canvassers of the election.

(c) When processing ballots, the election officer and poll workers shall comply with
the procedures and requirements of Section 20A-32-401 in opening envelopes, verifying
signatures, confirming eligibility of the ballots, and depositing ballots in preparation for
counting.

(3) (a) After all valid ballots, including valid provisional ballots have been deposited,
the ballots shall be counted in the usual manner.

(b) After the polls close on the date of the election, the election officer shall publicly
release the results of those ballots, including provisional ballots, that have been counted on or
before the date of the election.

(c) Except as provided in Subsection (3)(d), on each day, beginning on the day after the
date of the election and ending on the day before the date of the canvass, the election officer
shall publicly release;

(1) the results of all ballots, including provisional ballots, counted on that day[:]; and
(i1) the total number of voted ballots in the custody of the election officer that have not

yet been counted.

(d) (i) If complying with Subsection (3)(c) on a particular day will likely result in
disclosing a vote cast by an individual voter, the election officer shall request permission from
the lieutenant governor to delay compliance for the minimum number of days necessary to
protect against disclosure of the voter's vote.

(ii) The lieutenant governor shall grant a request made under Subsection (3)(d)(i) if the

lieutenant governor finds that the delay is necessary to protect against disclosure of a voter's



51 (ii) the total number of voted ballots in the custody of the election officer that have not
52 yet been counted.

--------- Forwarded message ---------

rrom: Legislative Automated Email System <boyd@le.utah.gov>
Date: Fri, Jan 15, 2021 at 5:28 PM
Subject: FN: Input on Fiscal Note for HB0173
To: Maddy Oritt <moritt@Ie.utah.gov>, Duncan Evans <devans@utah.gov>, Evan Curtis <ecurtis@utah. ov>,
zeke@uacnet.org <zeke@uacnet.org>, geopez@agutah.gov <ggopez@agutah.gov>, jbennett@utah.gov
<jbennett@utah.gov>, justinlee@utah.gov <justinlee@utah.gov>, keilers@ulct.org <keilers@ ulct.org>,
kbschmeling@agutah.gov <kbschmeling@agutah.gov>, Ishafer@utah.gov <Ishafer@utah.gov>, Lincoln Shurtz
<lincoln@uacnet.org>, Phil Dean <phildean@utah.gov>, randy.hillier@slcgov.com <randy.hillier slcgov.coms>,
sandee.moore@slcgov.com <sandee.moore@slcgov.com>, wbradshaw@ulct.org <wbradshaw@ulct.org>
Cc: Brian D. Fay <bfay@le.utah.gov>, Greta Rodebush <grodebush@le.utah.gov>, Steven Allred
<smallred@le.utah.gov>

HBO173, Vote Reporting Requirements by Hall, C. has been assigned to the following analyst(s) for a Fiscal
Note:

Maddy Oritt - Lead Analyst
The attorney assigned to this bill is Alan Houston

~ "Please help us to determine any fiscal impact by logging on to https://es.sonicurlprotection-
sil.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202 101160043270141477&URLID=1&ESV=10.0.6.3447&|V=2CCC473420E569C9E
FAE973E2083F237&TT=1610757808101&ESN=FWS8N kiglg['lW%;FQN%ZBH403WU20CICMU%2F|(2MﬁDWerO%
2FMDE%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED URL=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.utah.Eov%ZFufn&HK=80A82C758
A5E139424D4572C38E6E16FD4293B3AA7A21D80A7BR3 109277539B9/ and com pleting a response.

Ezekiel Lee

Legislative Affairs Manager

Utah Association of Counties
9397 S Vine St, Murray, UT 84107
Office: 801-265-1331

Mobile: 385-519-2979
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[ also wanted to get an update mail in voting program recorded since there still seems to be a lot of
misinformation about it's reliability. I think we would reair the story I did with Jon in Iron County to take
people through the process.

We could shoot something as soon as this week or Sept. Ist or 2nd the following week. Please let me know
what you would like to do.

Thanks,
Derek Dowsett

On Tue, Aug 25, 2020, 8:43 AM Hatch,Ricky <rhatch@co.weber.ut.us> wrote:

Derek,

I'd like to see if we could get a County Seat episode regarding Ranked Choice Voting. It was discussed this
week on Inside Utah Politics, and has been in the news a bit recently.

The county clerks feel that the lobbyist for RCV is laying out a one-sided and incomplete argument supporting
it, and we think it would be helpful to have the other side represented.

Thanks,

R.

Ricky Hatch, CPA, CPO

Clerk/Auditor

Weber County

2380 Washington Blvd., Suite 320 | Ogden UT | 84401 USA

E: rhatch@WeberCountyUtah.gov | P:801.399.8613 | M:801.668.0909

#WinninginWeber



Derek,

- T'd like to see if we could get a County Seat episode regarding Ranked Choice Voting. It was discussed this
week on Inside Utah Politics, and has been in the news a bit recently.

The county clerks feel that the lobbyist for RCV is laying out a one-sided and incomplete argument
supporting it, and we think it would be helpful to have the other side represented.

Thanks,

R.

Ricky Hatch, CPA, CPO

Clerk/Auditor

Weber County

2380 Washington Bivd., Suite 320 | Ogden UT | 84401 USA

E: rhatch@WeberCountyUtah.gov | P:801.399.8613 | M:801.668.0909

#WinninginWeber



Office of the Lieutenant Governor
State of Utah
justinlee(@utah.gov

On Mon, Aug 31, 2020 at 5:08 PM Hatch,Ricky <rhatch@co.weber.ut.us> wrote:

Curtis/Sherrie/Justin,

County Seat would like to do a show on Ranked Choice Voting. | thought you three and | might be a good panel and
wanted to see if you'd be interested. The show would do a fairly neutral story about RCV, how it works, it’s claimed

benefits, where it has been used, including in UT. Then we as the panel could discuss some of the complications and
issues.

Right now we’re looking at filming this Wednesday afternoon, around 3 PM. However, there’s plenty of flexibility, as |
just learned that RCV will likely NOT be on the Sept. 15 Gov Ops Interim Committee agenda. | think it might be nice to
air the episode right before Winder’s bill is heard in committee (probably October).

If we decided to film Wednesday, would you be willing/available? We would film at the UAC offices in Murray. -

“Thanks,

Carpe Diem

Ricky Hatch, CPA, CPO

Clerk/Auciitor

Weber County

2380 Washington Bivd., Suite 320 | Ogden UT | 84401 USA

E: rhatch@WeberCountyUtah.gov | P:801.399.8613 | M:801.668.0909

#WinninginWeber
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Michelle Blue

R e s, O S=— s S s ]
From: Hatch,Ricky <rhatch@co.weber.ut.us>
Sent: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 6:39 PM
To: Justin Lee
Cc: Derek Brenchley (dbrenchley@utah.gov); Cowley,Ryan; Curtis Koch; Brian McKenzie
(bmckenzie@co.davis.ut.us); Sherrie Swensen; Seth Anderson
Subject: 22% of UT voters planning to vote in person?

Thank you, and thanks for your quote & consistent messaging. | didn’t mean to imply you’re not doing enough, but with
this estimate, I'm wondering if we need to more aggressively warn people that there will be very long lines on election
day. That’s my consistent warning when voters have questions about in-person voting.

I like that the Utah GOP is planning to encourage voting by mail. Hopefully that will offset things a bit.
Thanks again,
R.

Carpe Diem

Ricky Hatch, CPA, CPO

Clerk/Auditor

Weber County

2380 Washington Bivd., Suite 320 | Ogden UT | 84401 USA

E: rhatch@WeberCountyUtah.qgov | P:801.399.8613 | M:801.668.0909
#WinninginWeber

From: Justin Lee <justinlee@utah.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 6:34 PM

To: Hatch,Ricky <rhatch@co,weber.ut.us> b 4 5

Cc: Derek Brenchley (dbrenchley@utah.gov) <dbrenchley@utah.gov>; Cowley,Ryan <rcowley@co.weber.ut.us>; Curtis
Koch <ckoch@daviscountyutah.gov>; Brian McKenzie (bmckenzie @co.davis.ut.us) <bmckenzie @co.davis.ut.us>; Sherrie
Swensen <SSwensen@slco.org>; Seth Anderson <sandersonl@utah.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Re: 22% of UT voters planning to vote in person?

CAUTION: This email originated from outside Weber County. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the sender
and are expecting the link or attachment. Think Before You Click!

All of our outreach is targeted at encouraging by mail.
My quote in the article you sent was:

“The only real reason people should come to the polls," he said, “is if they need help, they've lost a
ballot or they never got their ballot for some reason.”

All of our outreach is aimed at by mail and that will continue to by our message through election day.
And every message | have to the media matches what | said above. We've had non-stop ads running
on social media, billboards, and it will continue to ramp up. The trouble we are all going to run into is
a national candidate who is pushing people to go to the polls. | know the state GOP is going to start

1
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> From: Pauline Butterfield <phbutterfield @gmail.com>

> Sent: Tuesday, August 3, 2021 2:44 PM

> To: Got-Vote <Got-Vote@slco.org>

> Subject: Accessible voting

>

> I'am blind and would love to see accessible voting in Salt Lake County like they have in Utah County. Is this a
possibility?

> Pauline Butterfield

>

> Sent from my iPad
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SLCO Clerk Website

From: MOLLY WHEELER <molly.wheeler@hinckley.utah.edu>

Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 10:46 AM

To: Amelia Powers Gardner <AmeliaP @utahcounty.gov>; Hatch,Ricky <rhatch@co.weber.ut.us>; Justin
Lee <justinlee@utah.gov>; Sherrie Swensen <SSwensen@slco.org>

Cc: Frank Pignanelli <frank@fputah.com>

Subject: Re: Speaker Request: Hinckley Forum on Election Security and Voting Rights

Hi all,
Does it work if we plan on Monday, September 28" from 12-1 PM instead?

Molly Wheeler

Managing Director, Community Outreach
Hinckley Institute of Politics
molly.wheeler@utah.edu

(801) 581-8500

From: Amelia Powers Gardner <AmeliaP@utahcounty.gov>

Date: Friday, August 14, 2020 at 12:51 PM

To: "Hatch,Ricky" <rhatch@co.weber.ut.us>, MOLLY WHEELER
<molly.wheeler@hinckley.utah.edu>, Justin Lee <justinlee@utah.gov>, Sherrie Swensen
<sswensen@slco.org>

Subject: RE: Speaker Request: Hinckley Forum on Election Security and Voting Rights

Hi Molly

| can be available on the 19" but as Ricky stated, that is crunch time for us. Also, that is only 4 days
before the voter registration deadline for the general election. Having it a little sooner so that we can

encourage people to spread the word about registering early so they can get a ballot in the mail may be
better.

Regards,

Amelia Powers Gardner

Utah County Clerk/Auditor

100 East Center Street Ste. 3600
Provo, UT. 84606

Office: 801-851-8111

<image005.png>






Passcode: 615755
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,98650193155# US (San Jose)

+12532158782,,98650193155# US (Tacoma)

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 646 876 9923 US (New York)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 986 5019 3155

Find your local number: https://utah.zoom.us/u/acbHmr7Ska

Join by SIP

98650193155@zoomcrc.com

Join by H.323

162.255.37.11 (US West)

162.255.36.11 (US East)

115.114.131.7 (India Mumbai)
115.114.115.7 (India Hyderabad)
213.19.144.110 (Amsterdam Netherlands)
213.244.140.110 (Germany)
103.122.166.55 (Australia)

64.211.144.160 (Brazil)
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I'm open after 2:00 p.m. tomorrow, and could make almost anytime work on Monday.

Best,

Justin Lee

Director of Elections

Office of the Lieutenant Governor
State of Utah

801.538.1129

justinlee@utah.gov

On Thu, Jun 11, 2020 at 11;12 AM MOLLY WHEELER
<molly.wheeler@hinckley.utah.edu> wrote:

Hi all,

You should have received a calendar invite last week, but to confirm: we are planning on
Wednesday, June 17™. s there a time we could all hop on zoom tomorrow or Monday
to chat through the tech and make sure everyone is comfortable with it? It would also
be great to get your feedback on what topics and questions you would like to be sure
we cover.

Molly Wheeler

Managing Director, Community Outreach
Hinckley Institute of Politics
molly.wheeler@utah.edu

(801) 581-8500

From: MOLLY WHEELER <molly.wheeler@hinckley.utah.edu>

Date: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 10:25 AM

To: Frank Pignanelli <frank@fputah.com>, Justin Lee <justinlee@utah.gov>, Sherrie
Swensen <SSwensen@slco.org>, "Hatch,Ricky" <rhatch co.weber.ut.us>, Jessica
Murphy <JessicaMur@utahcounty.gov>

Subject: Hinckley Forum on 2020 Election & Covid-19

Hello all,

Thank you for agreeing to participate in our virtual forum! | wanted to get everyone on
one email thread so we could discuss the date and time, specific topics/questions you
would like addressed, format, and some technical details.

As far as dates/times: Would Tuesday, June 16" or Wednesday, June 17'" at noon work
for everyone?

Working Title: Preserving Democracy in a Pandemic: A Conversation with Utah’s Election
Officials

Moderator: Frank Pignanelli, Partner, Foxley & Pignanelli
Panelists:

1. Ricky Hatch, Weber County Clerk/Auditor
2. Amelia Powers Gardner, Utah County Clerk/Auditor
4



From: Jessica Murphy <JessicaMur@utahcounty.gov>

Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 at 8:43 AM

To: Justin Lee <justinlee@utah.gov>, MOLLY WHEELER <molly.wheeler@hinckley.utah.edu>
Cc: Sherrie Swensen <SSwensen@slco.org>, "fran k@fputah.com" <frank@fputah.com>,
"Hatch,Ricky" <rhatch@co.weber.ut.us>

Subject: Re: Hinckley Forum on 2020 Election & Covid-19

That works for Amelial

Jessica Murphy

Deputy Clerk/Auditor

Office of Amelia Powers Gardner
Utah County Clerk/Auditor

100 East Center Street Ste. 3600
Provo, UT 84606

Cell: 608-443-9225

From: Justin Lee <justinlee@utah.gov>

Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 8:11:08 AM

To: MOLLY WHEELER <molly.wheeler@hinckley.utah.edu>

Cc: Sherrie Swensen <SSwensen@slco.org>; frank@fputah.com <frank@fputa h.com>; Hatch,Ricky
<rhatch@co.weber.ut.us>; Jessica Murphy <JessicaMur@utahcounty.gov>

Subject: Re: Hinckley Forum on 2020 Election & Covid-19

Works for me.
Justin

On Jun 12, 2020, at 7:59 AM, MOLLY WHEELER <molly.wheeler@hinckle .utah.edu>
wrote:

Hi all,

Does it work if we push the meeting back to 3:00 today? Frank will be coming directly
from another meeting and doesn’t want to keep anyone waiting if his first meeting goes a
little over.

Best wishes,

Molly Wheeler

Managing Director, Community Outreach
Hinckley Institute of Politics
molly.wheeler@utah.edu

(801) 581-8500

From: MOLLY WHEELER <molly.wheeler@hinckley.utah.edu>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 4:44 PM
To: Sherrie Swensen <SSwensen@slco.org>

Cc: "frank@fputah.com” <frank@fputah.com>, "Hatch,Ricky"
2




mmmhmwtwumw:ﬁmw PR S RSt el B e 07 U WA A el h
i Pl s, & e 08 ar Lo G S gy R

"R w0 e mpd
Bosiztcag v {24 ¢ eE 3 R ke T e Sehtibe Tand o el -
br SBsInEITI LIS PRSVENIC T 000y ST Sh D st

el 95 el o 0 "!E"IT' S O bivtanin TR Beaiy RO e D B 10 L e BL AL 4w ﬁ
f . - R . i
| L

TR OG5 WA ST s Ny R IRt T Wi o0 N T ey e s e i) S0 i e
_ #"F 1‘.‘4. ! & m“m 'ﬂ-b%'-“?*ff‘li“ﬁiﬁh-'*ﬂw&ﬁ' Pam e ST an L psgy=l e ey
ik vl Shaas o GERE NS 1 us g e h,tqéﬁwa_aihm_wm W0 liaamunt 1 =0 iqost us sev Yedl Bedeengs

Ty oo gt M N Tis Rk st smcibal ', e amosrini oo g T e o o e rs it eade g 4 mm oo
- il N y g e d 8 e 3 | s | = S e,
Wi v e o o QDB e S D B SIS £ ! % o, % s A ik "‘ N

oA TN e e e

4 mwwmmmm o 37 g gtlese o

= '@I_h'.' '.l'i],

%

= Sl ' g I ik

ST o Sy R s i

] 2 o angios s vabaamihi

Tl IR IO




You should have received a calendar invite last week, but to confirm: we are planning on Wednesday, June 17%. Is there
a time we could all hop on zoom tomorrow or Monday to chat through the tech and make sure everyone is comfortable
with it? It would also be great to get your feedback on what topics and questions you would like to be sure we cover.

Molly Wheeler
Managing Director, Community Outreach
Hinckley Institute of Politics

molly.wheeler@utah.edu

(801) 581-8500

From: MOLLY WHEELER <molly.wheeler@hinckley.utah.edu>
Date: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 10:25 AM
To: Frank Pignanelli <frank@fputah.com>, Justin Lee <justinlee@utah.gov>, Sherrie Swensen <SSwensen@slco.or: >,

"Hatch,Ricky" <rhatch@co.weber.ut.us>, Jessica Murphy <JessicaMur@utahcounty.gov>
Subject: Hinckley Forum on 2020 Election & Covid-19

Hello all,

Thank you for agreeing to participate in our virtual forum! | wanted to get everyone on one email thread so we could
discuss the date and time, specific topics/questions you would like addressed, format, and some technical details.

As far as dates/times: Would Tuesday, June 16™ or Wednesday, June 17" at noon work for everyone?

Working Title: Preserving Democracy in a Pandemic: A Conversation with Utah’s Election Officials
Moderator: Frank Pignanelli, Partner, Foxley & Pignanelli
Panelists:

® Ricky Hatch, Weber County Clerk/Auditor

* Amelia Powers Gardner, Utah County Clerk/Auditor
e Justin Lee, State Elections Director

» Sherrie Swensen, Salt Lake County Clerk



Ricky Hatch, Weber County Clerk/Auditor

Amelia Powers Gardner, Utah County Clerk/Auditor
Justin Lee, State Elections Director

Sherrie Swensen, Salt Lake County Clerk

As | stated in my original email, there are a few topics that | think we could address in this forum and
would love to incorporate what other ideas/challenges/questions you would like to explore as well.
® How has COVID-19 impacted our elections process? How is Utah prepared to handle that? Why is
Utah one of the few states prepared?
® What is postal voting, why has Utah embraced it, and why is it so politicized?
© How does it impact voter turnout, fraud, election timelines etc.

Format: We will hold this forum virtually via Zoom and YouTube. The forum conversation will take place
on Zoom and will be streamed to YouTube where people can watch the conversation live or watch the
recording later. Frank suggested that we all hop on a Zoom call in the near future to discuss the flow of
the panel. | also think it would also be great to have a tech rehearsal ahead of the event itself to
troubleshoot any issues ahead of time. If using Zoom is going to be a problem for you or if you do not
have access to a computer with video/audio capabilities, let me know and | will work on an alternative for
you.

I’m looking forward to the conversation and grateful to you all lending your time and expertise!
Best wishes,

Molly Wheeler

Managing Director, Community Outreach
Hinckley Institute of Politics
molly.wheeler@utah.edu

(801) 581-8500
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